)
HOLY FAMILY PARISH

PALM SUNDAY — YR. C  SUNDAY, APRIL 13, 2025

Email: contact@holyfamilymh.ca ~ Website: www.holyfamilymh.ca ~ Phone 403-527-6933
Facebook: Medicine Hat Holy Family Parish ~ YouTube: Medicine Hat Holy Family Church

Office Hrs. Monday to Friday - 8:30am - 12:00pm & 1:00pm to 4:30pm. Closed on Holidays.

CLERGY AT HOLY FAMILY PARISH RECONCILIATION...
Fr. Igbal Khurshid & Deacon Robert Risling Friday 9:30am-10:30am & Saturday 3:30—4:45pm
MASS TIMES - MONDAY TUESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 9:00AM
WEDNESDAY 7:00AM THE CHAPEL IS OPEN
SATURDAY 5:00PM - SUNDAY 8:30AM, 10:30AM & 5:00PM MONDAY - FRIDAY 9:30amig St gig
MONTHLY - 15T TUESDAY 6:00PM & 15T SATURDAY 8:00AM ADORATION FRIDAY 9:30 - 10:30am
Knights of Columbus - Greg Martin Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion

Catholic Women'’s League - Dianne Durda

Procession: Luke 19:28-40.
Mass: Isaiah 5O4-7.
Psalm 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24.
Philippians 2:6-11.

Luke 22:1H—23:56.

Parish Pastoral Council Chair - Gary Heinbecker
Parish Finance Council Chair - Cheryl Pocsik
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I Territory, on which we stand, is the || Reflecting on the Procession.

(ELTEOTEIRENG R RO ARG ITENTTEMN | \ve read and hear the Passion Gospel today
Peoples and is common home to F But first, at the procession, when we bless

everyone in Virtue of God, our id | palms, we hear what precedes it. There is a
4
d |colt, there are cloaks spread on the road,

"] [there are shouts: “Blessed is the hking” ...”

I |Peace in heaven”

T What cloak will | spread before Jesus to
make it easy for him to come to me?

t So that stones do not cry out, what will |
proclaim about Jesus Christ?

t How will | clear my calendar so | can come
to my parish church  for all  the
celebrations of the Easter Triduum?

Creator’s Gracious Gift.



https://www.catholicyyc.ca/blog/catholic-bishops-of-canada-apologize-to-the-indigenous-peoples-of-this-land
mailto:contact@holyfamilymh.ca
http://www.holyfamilymh.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/medicinehatholyfamilyparish
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCG6zK-XzuXdDHj79rV6ut_Q

PALM SUNDAY — YR. C  SUNDAY, APRIL 13, 2025

FINANCIAL REPORT
Monthly Operating Budget | $ 70,156
APRIL MONTH TO DATE

General Envelope Collection $ 16,750
Loose Collections $ 925
Future Development $ 1,384
Misc. Income $ 3,477
Total Month Income $ 22,536

Budget Vs Actual | -$47,620

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
2025 YEAR TO DATE

Together in Action (TIA)
GOAL - $70,938 39% | ¥27:669
St Vincent de Paul $ 10,909
World Mission $ 75
Clergy Retirement $ 705
Mission Mexico $ 570
CARO $ 200
Loonies 4 Lent $ 11,096
Seminary Fund $ 475
Holy Land & Pope’s Pastoral $40
Average Weekend Attendance | 961

/W
& 7 Special Collections
April 2025
Future Development
Together in Action
Holy Thursday
Needs of the Church
in the Holy Land
Easter

Stations of the Cross Presented by the School HKids

at Holy Family Parish

St. Louis School will present on Frida‘q. April 1, 6:00pm

in the Sanctuary followed by the Wl

St. Patrick’s School will present a S_hidg:/ Play on

Monday, April 1, 7:00pm in the Holq Family Parish Hall
2

Everyone welcome;f.!.

Please comerout.and events!

supportit

’f' Masses & Mass Intentions

Saturday, April 12
8:00am — Joan Monk
5:00pm — Rudy Steinkey
Sunday, April 13
8:30am — Holy Family Parish
10:30am — Simonne Flynn
500pm — Paul Lerner F
Monday, April 14
9.00am — Elizabeth Hopfauf F
6:00pm — Stations of the Cross
Tuesday, April 15
9:00am — Lorraine Sehn
Wednesday, April 16
/:00am — Johanna Van Ham
Thursday, April I7 —Lord’s Supper Mass
8:00am — Morning Prayers
/:00pm — Holy Family Parish
Incense will be Used
Friday, April 18
9:00am — Morning Prayers
2:00pm — Divine Mercy Novena
12:00pm & 3:00pm— Passion of the Lord
Safturday, April 19
8:00am — Morning Prayers
8:30am — Divine Mercy Novena
[1.00am — Blessing of Easter Bashkets
8:00pm —Easter Vigil — Pat&Denise Ries
Sunday, April 20
9:.00am — Divine Mercy Novena
10:00am — Easter Sunday Mass — Melvin
& Mildred Martin
Monday, April 21
NO MASS TODAY —OFFICE CLOSED

. n —
U, ‘_?D DONATE TODAY...

accounting@holyfamilymh.ca
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° 2025 WOMAN S LENTEN RETREAT

Alor || W
Columbus G

General Meeting \ 510100 LoneH EroroeD
Monday, April 14t @ 7:00 pm || <MWWW
Faith Room

April 12, 2025 ~ St. Patrick’s Church Hall 2025”MEN S LENTEN REI'REAT

Breakfast 7:30 am THE ROAD THAT LEADS TOILIFE

Presentation 8:30 am < % ST. PATRICK'S CHURCH SATURDA_Y APRIL 12
Theme: The Sp|r|tualJourney and RasSive 170 3

SPEAKERS: DCN. ROBERT RISLING, - [k
JASON OPENO & LINDSAY HEIER" :

LUNCH — FREE WILL OFFERI
PRE-REGISTER OR AT THE:. )

Internat [awr[/ /(L: 1'/1} /z:’[rw
THE EUCHARISTIC

MIRACLES

> atholic Women's League
OF THE WORLD

_IH@I._LV Rafish
Z~Bottle.Drive

Y //———_\

AN A~|f)-ri‘l‘26th & 27t Before & After Massess

Holy Family Parish East Parkmg Lot

Thank you for your support!

|

40 LOONIES FOR I.ENTQ\
THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

& HOLY FAMILY PARISH 3 1pm to 3 pm St. Patrick's

S trick’
RAISED TO DATE $11,096:00 [ St. 52-c2mes§o§wL

As They Host Their

YOUR DONATIONS STAY HERE IN MEDICINE
HAT GOING TO THE ROOT CELLAR, MUSTARD

SEED, SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY, 5TH TICKETS $4 €ACH AT THE DOOR
AVE. & SAINT. BARNABAS MEAL PROGRAMS.

\W = -Lﬁk.—..

See You There!

M catholicyyc.ca/Faithfully keeps you updated

with what's happening in and around our Diocese!
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Children’s Liturgy

Check the children's liturgy table in the

For Information or to Volunteer
Call Tammy @ 403-866-7886

CONFIRMATION MASS 2025
Holy Family Parish
Rehearsal — Friday May 2"¢ — 6:00pm
Mass — Saturday May 3 — 11:00am
1st HOLY COMMUNION MASS 2025
St. Patrick's Church Hall
Tuesday, April 29t at 7:00pm
Holy Family Parish
Friday, April 25 at 6:00pm

If you are thirsting for a deeper relationship
with Jesus, come to our next

Live-In Weekend Retreat.
May 2nd - 4th 2025
Friday at 4:30pm to Sunday at 4:30 pm

St. Joseph's School 1413 23rd Ave, Coaldale

register online: www.lethbridgelivein.ca
for more details contact:

Sandra Kano 403-394-4658
or skano@live.ca

SPRINGTEA <

HOLY FAMILY PARISHHALE
* HOSTED BY THECWL (@)

Saturclag,Mag 17 QOO 400pm

Door Pnzes Mystery Box
Raffle 50/ 90 Draw, Good Fo

6’ GOOC]. FellOWS}ll})

/522

4_‘?——
PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 12H-13™
REGULAR MASS TIMES
HOLY THURSDAY, APRIL 17™
MORNING PRAYER, 8:00 AM
MASS OF THE LORD'S SUPPER
100 PM  INCENSE IS USED
FOLLOWED BY ADORATION UNTIL
MIDNIGHT, FAITH ROOM.
RECONCILIATION, CHariTy room

HOLFAMILY pAwIsﬁk

AND
3EST FELLOWSHIP E
$10. - Adults

We need adult
volunteers for
Camp to happen!
Contact Tammy at 403-866-7886 or
tammylynnpeterson@gmail.com

FRIDAY, APRIL 18™
MORNING PRAYER, 9:00 AM
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICES
12 NOON & 3:00 PM
SATURDAY, APRIL 19™
MORNING PRAYER, 8:00 AM
EASTER FOOD BLESSING, 11 AM
CASTER VICGIL, 8:00 PM
INCENSE IS USED
SUNDAY, APRIL 20™
EASTER SUNDAY MASS, 10:00 AM
MONDAY, APRIL 215" NO MASS



St. Patrick School

At St. Patrick School, we consist of 50 staff, and we are blessed to serve
485 students, ranging in age from 3 to 11, in our Early Learning Program
(ELP), Kindergarten, and Grades 1-5. Since opening our doors in
November 1987, we have remained committed to fostering an
environment where students learn through play, relationships, and faith-
filled experiences.

Our extremely supportive Parent Council plays a vital role in educational
decisions and providing opportunities for families to connect within our
school community. We embrace a strong academic focus on literacy
and numeracy, with engaging programs such as Accelerated Reader
(Grades 1-5), Grade 3 Choir, and Grade 4 & 5 Guitar.

Faith is at the heart of our school. Our students and staff participate
in weekly assemblies that not only provide faith-enriched
opportunities but also highlight St. Patrick Pandarrific moments,
celebrating students who exemplify Catholic values in their daily lives.
Parents are always welcomed into the school, strengthening the
home-school-parish connection that is essential to our shared
mission.

Beyond the classroom, we believe in the power of service and
community involvement. All grade levels lead various service
projects, fostering a spirit of giving and living out our faith in action.

We are grateful for our partnership with Holy Family Parish and for
the opportunity to grow together in faith and learning. Thank you for
your continued prayers and support for our students, staff, and
school community.

Dwayne Unreiner (Principal) and Andrea Rota (Vice Principal)




Tradition of House Blessing
Call the Office to book| dates to early Christianity. We
your Private| read in the Gospel of St.
House Blessing| Matthew “"On coming to the
during this house, they saw the child with
Easter Season.| his mother Mary, and they

403-527-6933 ext. 101/ Powed down and worshiped
him. Then they opened their

treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of
myrrh." It means we open the doors to Jesus to come in and stay with us.
As it is written in the Book of Revelation 3:20 “Listen! | am standing at
the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open the door, | will come in
to you and eat with you, and you with me”

According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church “Among the
sacramentals blessings occupy an important place. They include both
praise of God for his works and gifts, and the Church's intercession for
men that they may be able to use God's gifts according to the spirit of the
Gospel.

at the Easter Vigil, all is restored: The fonts are filled again, and the
baptismal water is blessed. In this blessing, we hear how God has given
water the “power to sanctify” throughout salvation history — the great
flood cleansed the earth of sin, the Israelites passed through the Red Sea
to freedom, Jesus was baptized in the Jordan River. For the remainder of
the Easter season, the congregation is sprinkled liberally with this holy
water in place of the penitential rite at the beginning of Mass. We are
reminded of our baptism and our baptismal vow. During Easter time,
when houses are blessed with the water blessed at Easter Vigil, reminds
us about the life-giving water which flowed from the side of Jesus when
his heart of pierced. During the blessing, we remember the words of the
Psalmist, "Blessed art thou, and it shall be well with thee".




Knights of Columbus®

Alberta/NWT State Council

In support of:

Educational Institutions, Community Charities, Churches,
Youth and Seniors Activities across Alberta

The Alberta/Northwest Territories Knights of Columbus 2025 Spring 50-50
Charities Appeal Raffle is underway. This Charity Appeal supports
educational institutions, community charities, churches and youth and
seniors’ activities across Alberta.

Our Holy Family Parish Knights of Columbus thank our parishioners for
their past generous support of this charity appeal. Our council support two
community charities, Project Rachel and Elizabeth House. Each charity
supports pregnant women and mothers.

There are two early bird draws, each for $1000, on February 24 and March
24, with the ticket purchase ending April 26.

50/50 tickets can be purchased using Www.koc5050.com and

please remember to search for our council, 9502, so our council will
receive your donation.

If you have any questions about the Charity Appeal, contact Greg Martin,
403-878-0639 or Pat Ries, 403-458-0442.

Our 9502 KofC Council thanks you for your support.




PALM SUNDAY YEAR C APRIL 13, 2025
WHAT DO WE OFFER HIM?

Today we begin our Holy Weeh: a solemn celebration of our Lord’s Passion, death, and
Resurrection. As Holy Father Pope Francis says “The crowd of disciples accompanies him
in festive mood, their garments are stretched out before him, there is talk of the miracles
he has accomplished, and loud praises are heard: “Blessed is the King who comes in the
name of the Lord. Peace in heaven and glory in the highest” (LA 19:38). Crowds,
celebrating, praise, blessing, peace: joy fills the air. Jesus has awahkened great hopes,
especially in the hearts of the simple, the humble, the poor, the forgotten, those who do
not matter in the eyes of the world. He understands human sufferings, he has shown the
face of God’s mercy, and he has bent down to heal body and soul. This is Jesus. This is his
heart which looks fo all of us, o our sicknesses, to our sins. The love of Jesus is great.
And thus, he enters Jerusalem, with this love, and looks at us. It is a beautiful scene, full
of light - the light of the love of Jesus, the love of his heart - of joy, of celebration. At
the beginning of Mass, we oo repeated it. We waved our palms, our olive branches. We
too welcomed Jesus; we too expressed our joy at accompanying him, at knowing him to be
close, present in us and among us as a friend, a brother, and as a King: that is, a shining
beacon for our lives. Jesus is God, but he lowered himself to walk with us. He is our
friend, our brother. He illumines our path here. And in this way, we have welcomed him
today”.

All four gospels mention the triumph entry of the Lord to Jerusalem. Is it the only time
Jesus has come to Jerusalem? If not, then why does this entry have importance for the
Evangelists’ The Gospel according to St. Luke mentions that Jesus was in Jerusalem when
He was 12 in accordance with the custom of his parents who used to come every year to
partficipate in the solemn celebration of Passover. If so, then what is the importance and



significance of Jesus’s entry to Jerusalem? Why does Jesus enter Jerusalem? Or better:
how does Jesus enter Jerusalem? The crowds acclaim him as King. And he does not deny
it, he does not tell them to be silent (Lk 19:39-40). But what kind of a King is Jesus? Let us
look at him: he is riding on a donkey, he is not accompanied by a court, he is not surrounded
by an army as a symbol of power. He is received by humble people, simple folk who have
the sense to see something more in Jesus; they have that sense of the faith which sags:
here is the Saviour. Jesus does not enter the Holy City to receive the honours reserved
to earthly kings, to the powerful, to rulers; he enfers to be scourged, insulted and abused,
as Isaiah foretold in the First Reading (cf. &5 50:6). He enters to receive a crown of thorns,
a sfaff, a purple robe: his kingship becomes an object of derision. He enters to climb
Calvary, carrying his burden of wood. _ksus enters Jerusalem to die on the Cross. And if
is precisely here that his kingship shines forth in godly fashion: his rogal throne is the wood
of the Cross! Once Pope Benedict XVI said to the Cardinals: you are princes, but of a
king crucified. That is the throne of Jesus. Jesus takes it upon himself... Why the Cross?
Because Jesus takes the evil upon himself, the filth, the sin of the world, including the sin
of all of us, and he cleanses it, he cleanses it with his blood, with the mercy and the love
of God. Let us look around: how many wounds are inflicted upon humanity by evil' Wars,
violence, economic conflicts that hit the weakest, greed for money that you can’t take with
you. When we were small, our grandmother used to say: a shroud has no pocket. Love of
power, corruption, divisions, crimes against human life and against creation! And — as each
one of us knows and is aware - our personal sins: our failures in love and respect towards
God, towards our neighbour and towards the whole of creation. Jesus on the Cross feels
the whole weight of the evil, and with the force of God’s love he conquers it, he defeats
it with his resurrection. This is the good that Jesus does for us on the throne of the
Cross. Christ’s Cross embraced with love never leads to sadness, but to joy, to the joy of
having been saved and of doing a little of what he did on the day of his death.

Let me share a story by an unknown author which should help us to reflect on our own
journey which must take with the Lord. This journey will bring us to meditate and reflect
on some very important aspects of Jesus’ friumphant enfry to Jerusalem. The story follows:
A man was exploring caves by the seashore. In one of the caves, he found a canvas bag
with a bunch of hardened clay vessels. It was libe someone had rolled balls of clay and left
them out in the sun to bake.

They didn't look like much, but they intrigued the man, so he took the bag out of the cave
with him. As he strolled along the beach, he would throw the clay balls one at a time out
into the ocean as far as he could

He thought little about it, until he dropped one of the clay balls and it cracked open on a
rock. Inside was a beautiful precious stone!



Excited, the man started breahing open the remaining clay vesselks. Each contained a similar
treasure. He found thousands of dollars worth of jewels in the 20 or so clay balls he had
left. Then it struchk him.

He had been on the beach a long time. He had thrown maybe 50 or 60 of the clay balls
with their hidden treasure into the ocean waves. Instead of thousands of dollars in
treasure, he could have taken home tens of thousands, but he had just thrown it away!
Sometimes we fail 1o see to what God is giving us and what we can of fer him as while
we walk with him in his triumphant entry intfo Jerusalem. | feel his journey should be our
journey and his victory must be the source of our joy. There are many aspects related to
his journey towards Jerusalem.

First of all, Jesus’s vision and mission is clear because he knew why he came fo the world
as we read in the Letter to Hebrews “Since the law was only a shadow of the good things
to come and not the true form of these realities, it can never, by the same sacrifices that
are confinually of fered year after year, make perfect those who approach. Otherwise,
would they not have ceased being of fered, since the worshipers, cleansed once for all,
would no longer have any consciousness of sin? But in these sacrifices, there is a reminder
of sin year after year. For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away
sins. Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and of ferings
you have not desired, but a body you have prepared for me; in burnt of ferings and sin
of ferings you have taken no pleasure. Then | said, ‘See, God, | have come to do your will,
O God (in the scroll of the book it is written of me)” When he said above, “You have
neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and of ferings and burnt of ferings and sin
of ferings” (these are offered according to the law), then he added, “See, | have come to
do your will” He abolishes the first to establish the second. And it is by God’s will that
we have been sanctified through the of fering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all?
(10:1-10). We too must have clear vision of our calling and mission. Every Holy Mass we
aftend is invitation fo continue our mission and journey as we hear “Go in peace, glorifying
the Lord by your life”.

Secondly Jesus is ready for the great act of God’s love to share with all of us “God loved
the world so much that he gave his only begotten Son, so that anyone who believes in him,
may have life and life in abundance”. Jesus has gone through persecutions and
discriminations by the Pharisees and high authorities, and he knows very well about his
fate, but he has forgotten everything because of love for the lost and scattered sheep
“he had compassion for them”. Are we ready to bear witness of his sacrifice in the
secular world where everything is going against the faith?



Thirdly, he is riding on the donkey (shows his humility) but not on a horse or chariof
because he was God’s obedient suffering servant who came to do his will. Humility is a
virtue and without it we can not walk with Jesus. Two years ago, | got the blessing and
grace of the Lord to walk on the streets of Jerusalem and when | was walking, | could
feel and imagine how Lord must have felt the pain of the journey he was taking and what
is coming to him next must have broken his heart and soul but “he was obedient to death
even death on a Cross. Lenten journey is a journey of humility for us because by receiving
the ashes on our foreheads was remind that we must “repent and believe in the Gospel”.
Humility leads us every day to walk with the Lord in his journey of suffering and death
which he took for our salvation.

Fourthly there will be two types of people walking with Jesus first who will be spreading
their clothes on the ground and shouting Hosanna, Hosanna. These people have believed
in Jesus, and they love to follow him. However, there is another group people who will
be shouting crucify him, crucify him and will mock, faunt and slap him. What group we
belong to is a very important question for us to ask?

Fifthly, the entry of Jesus fo Jerusalem has also exposed the real faces of his own disciples
who used to claim that even if they must die with him or for him, they will, but when the
time came, what did they do? One of them sold him for 30 pieces of silver, other denied
him completely by saying he doesn’t know him at all and some of them ran away, when he
was arrested by the Roman Authorities. Don’t we do the same? We do because we have
no gufs to stand for him. We like to serve both; him and the world. We betray him when
we refuse to stand for our faith because we don’t want to offend others. We have
failed to understand what is right and what is wrong. Since we don’t want to be excluded
from our relationships, we confinue fo join the society and do what others are doing.
Unfortunately, we have fallen into the same trap. Whatsoever, the conclusion of this
journey is so powerful, despite the unfaithfulness of the people, he showed his love for
us by dying on the Cross. He has reminded us “There is no greater love than to lay your
own life for the sake of one’s friend”. Although he suffers everyday for us but still, he
continues to carry us in our suffering.

This journey of Jesus to Jerusalem reveals various people with dif ferent mentalities, as
Pope Francis explains: “We have just heard many, many names. The group of leaders, some
priests, the Pharisees, the teachers of the law, who had decided to hill Jesus. They were
waiting for the chance to arrest him. Am | like one of them?

We have also heard another name: Judas. Thirty pieces of silver. Am | like Judas? We have
heard other names too: the disciples who understand nothing, who fell asleep while the
Lord was suffering. Has my life fallen asleep? Or am | like the disciples, who did not
realize what it was fo betray Jesus? Or like that other disciple, who wanted to settle



everything with a sword? Am | like them? Am | like Judas, who feigns loved and then hisses
the Master fo hand him over, to betray him? Am | a traitor? Am | like those people in
power who hastily summon a tribunal and seek false witnesses: am | like them? And when
| do these things, if | do them, do | think that in this way | am saving the people?

Am | like Pilate? When | see that the situation is dif ficult, do | wash my hands and dodge
my responsibility, allowing people to be condemned — or condemning them myself?

Am | like that crowd which was not sure whether they were at a religious meeting, a trial
or a circus, and then chose Barabbas? For them it was all the same: it was more entertaining
to humiliate Jesus.

Am | like the soldiers who strike the Lord, spit on him, insult him, who find entertainment
in humiliating him?

Am | like the Cyrenian, who was returning from work, weary, yet was good enough to
help the Lord carry his cross?

Am | like those who walked by the cross and mocked Jesus: “He was so courageous! Let
him come down from the cross and then we will believe in him”. Moching Jesus....

Am | like those fearless women, and like the mother of Jesus, who were there, and who
suffered in silence?

Am | like Joseph, the hidden disciple, who lovingly carries the body of Jesus fo give it
burial?

Am | like the two Marys, who remained at the Tomb, weeping and praying?

Am | like those leaders who went the next day o Pilate and said, “Look, this man said that
he was going to rise again. We cannot let another fraud take place!’, and who blockh life,
who blochk the tomb, in order to maintain doctrine, lest life come forth?

Where is my heart? Which of these persons am | like? May this question remain with us
throughout the entire weekh.

St. Augustine says “God could give no greater gift to men than to make his Word, through
whom he created all things, their head and o join them to him as his members, so that the
Word might be both Son of God and son of man, one God with the Father, and one man
with all men. Let us then recognize both our voice in his, and his voice in ours. When
something is said, especially in prophecy, about the Lord Jesus Christ that seems to belong
to a condition of lowliness unworthy of God, we must not hesitate to ascribe this condition
to one who did not hesitate to unite himself with us. Every creature is his servant, for it
was through him that every creature came to be. We must realize that the one whom we
were contemplating a short time before in his nature as God took to himself the nature
of a servant; he was made in the likeness of men and found to be a man like others; he
humbled himself by being obedient even o accepting death; as he hung on the cross he



made the psalmist’s words his own: My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
We pray to him as God, he prays for us as a servant. In the first case he is the Creator,
in the second a creature. Himself unchanged, he took to himself our created nature in
order to change it, and made us one man with himself, head and body. We pray then to
him, through him, in him, and we speak along with him and he along with us”.

If we want to walk with the Lord to of fer our hearts and minds tfo him then must act like
people who trust in him. Let me end my reflection with this story.

A wise man was walbing from one town to another with a few of his followers and they
happened to pass a lake. They stopped there to rest for a while and the wise man said to
one of his followers . .. | am very thirsty, could you please go and get me some water
from that lake.

As requested, the follower walked to the lake and when he reached it, he noticed that
some people were washing clothes in the water, and right at that moment, several bullochk
carts started crossing the labe. As a result of this, the water became very muddy and
murhy. The follower thought, how can | give this muddy water to my leader to drink?’ So,
he went back and told the wise man that the water in the lake was very muddy and not fit
to drink.

After they had rested for about half"an hour, the wise man again asked the same follower
to go bach to the labe and get him some water to drink. The follower obediently went to
the edge of the lake and this time he found that all the mud had settled to the bottom and
the water above it was crystal clear and looked fit to drink. He filled his water bottle and
ook It to the wise man.

The wise man took the water bottle and drank, and then he looked up at the follower and
sald . .. see what you did to mahe the water clean and fit to drink, you let it be for a
while and the mud settled down on its own so that could then get some clear drinking
water for me.

What do we of fer him while walking with him?
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DIOCESAN SUNDAY UPDATES

Hory WEek & EAsTER SUNDAY

Holy Week, Triduum and Easter
Sunday with Bishop McGrattan

All are welcome! Bishop McGrattan will celebrate
the following liturgies at St. Mary's Cathedral:

o Palm Sunday on Apr 13 at Noon

e Chrism Mass on Mon, Apr 14 at 7 pm

e Holy Thursday, on Thu, Apr 17 at 7 pm

e The Outdoor Way of the Cross on Good Friday,
Apr 18 at 8:30 am

Good Friday, on Friday, Apr18 at Noon and 3 pm
o Easter Vigil, on Sat, Apr 19 at 8 pm

o Easter Sunday, on Apr 20 at Noon

Access Parish Schedule for Triduum and Easter
Sunday across the Diocese at catholicyyc.ca

Shroud of Jesus: Hope of the
Resurrection

St. Patrick's Parish, Calgary is hosting the Man of the
Shroud Exhibition & Conference until April 27, 2025.
There will be an extensive exhibit on the history,
significance and scientific aspects of the Shroud of
Turin. For details, visit www.stpatrickcalgary.com

Blossoms & Blooms - Charity Dinner
for Elizabeth House

Join us for an elegant evening of fine dining, live
music, and a lively silent auction to support mothers
building a brighter future at Elizabeth House. When:
Sat, May 24, 2025, from 6 to 9:30 pm at the Calgary
Italian Cultural Centre. More info and tickets at
catholicyyc.ca/blooms

Eucharistic Miracles of the World
Exhibition at St. Luke's, Calgary

The Eucharistic Miracles of the World Exhibition
created by Blessed Carlos Acutis will be here at St.
Luke's Parish in Calgary from Thursday, May 1 to
Sun, May 4, from 8:30 am to 8:30 pm. This display
shows stories, photographs and drawings from each
of the miracles recognized by the church. All are
welcome.

Movie & Pizza Night at St.
Bonaventure's, Calgary

Enjoy a screening of a Carlo Acutis movie and a
pizza night hosted by the young adults of the parish.
When: Sat, Apr 26 after 5 pm Mass at St.


http://catholicyyc.ca/
https://stpatrickcalgary.com/
http://catholicyyc.ca/blooms

Bonaventure, Calgary. All ages welcome! Come for
a faith-filled evening of film, fellowship, and fun.
RSVP here

Vocations Rally

God calls each of us for a unique and meaningful
purpose. Join us in fostering a culture where every
calling—priesthood, consecrated life, marriage,
permanent diaconate, or lay vocations—is nurtured
and celebrated! When: Pentecost Sunday, June 8,
2025 - from 11 am to 4:30 pm. Discover, support,
and pray for vocations in our Diocese!

Veneration of the Relic of St Francis
Assisi at St. Michael’s

Join Saint Michael Catholic Community for a
peaceful evening of prayer and reflection through
the Solemn Veneration of the relic of St. Francis of
Assisi. Mass, veneration, and fellowship. When:
Wednesdays, April 23, May 21, June 25. Mass at 6
pm, followed by a reception at 7:15 pm. The relic will
also be available for veneration after Easter Sunday
Masses (9 am, 11 am, 5 pm).

Divine Mercy Sunday Prayers

e Sun, Apr 27 from 1:30 pm at Our Lady of the
Assumption, Calgary | Join Bishop McGrattan,
clergy, and the Sisters of Divine Mercy for a
grace-filled celebration with Adoration,
reflections, the Chaplet of Divine Mercy, and
Mass at 3 pm. Potluck lunch to follow.

e Sun, Apr 27 from 2 to 3 pm at St. Michael's,
Calgary | Holy Hour Celebration: Chaplet of
Divine Mercy; Divine mercy praises; Homily;
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament; Adoration
and Benediction; Reconciliation at 1:15 pm - 2
pm. Reception to follow.

40 Hours Devotion for Vocations

Pray with us for an increase of vocations to the
priesthood and consecrated life in our Diocese. The
next devotions:

e St. James, Okotoks - Fri, April 25 at 3 pm to
Sun, Apr 27 at 8 am.

e St. Anthony's, Calgary - Fri, May 2 at 3 pm to
Sun, May 4 at 7 am (Chapel)

e St. Gerard's, Calgary - Fridays, May 2,9, 16
and 23, from 9:30 am to 7:30 pm

Pastoral Care Ministry Training

If you are called to minister to the sick, elderly, dying,
homebound, and bereaved - and approved by your
pastor or Pastoral Care Coordinator, you can
register for the Pastoral Care Ministry Training at
catholicyyc.ca/pastoralcare or contact Mara at 403-
218-5521. When: Sat, May 24 & Jun 7, 9:30 am - 3
pm at Ascension Parish, Calgary.

Voices in Hope Concert

Experience an extraordinary evening of sacred and
secular choral music with a joint performance by St.
Michael’s Choir School (Toronto) and St. John Choir
Schola (Calgary). When: Fri, Apr 25, from 7 pm to
9:15 pm at Knox United Church, Calgary. Get tickets
at sjcshola.ca/voices-in-hope

Live-In Retreat in Coaldale

The Live-In weekend is a powerful opportunity to
grow closer to Jesus and deepen your faith. There is
no cost to attend. When: Fri to Sun, May 2-4 at St.
Joseph School, 1413 — 23 Ave, Coaldale. Register
by Apr 21, to Sandra at 403-394-4658 or email

skano@live.ca

Come and Stay: Relationships Rooted
in Love - Women’s Conference

Join Debbie and Rachel Herbeck for a two-day
women's conference exploring authentic
relationships through the lens of being a mother,
daughter, sister, and friend. Hosted by Beloved
Daughters Ministry. When: Fri—Sat, May 9-10 at St.
Michael’s, Calgary. Tickets: $80. Register here

45th Annual Hike for Life

All are welcome to join a morning walk for life,
raising funds for Educational Respect for Life
Programs in schools and communities. When: Sat,
May 10, at Prince's Island Park (Enmax Stage),
Calgary. Enjoy a walk, listen to live music by Eric
Reinhart & Friends, have a BBQ lunch, have
refreshments, and enjoy fun prizes! Register at
calgaryprolife.com



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0F4BADA62DA1F49-56076494-movie
https://stjamesparishokotoks.ca/
https://stanthonysyyc.weadorehim.com/en/signup/adoremus
https://stgerards.ca/
https://calgarydiocese.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b94c6c43263afb74033548543&id=5bb04703f2&e=a4569b7f9b
https://www.sjcschola.ca/voices-in-hope.html
http://sjcshola.ca/voices-in-hope
mailto:skano@live.ca
https://events.insogan.org/comeandstay
https://www.calgaryprolife.com/
https://www.calgaryprolife.com/
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FORMED

1 Scan this with your phone camera
2 Enter YYYRACINEG Hal

3 Enjoy the content you want

Visit signup.formed.org for more information

An offering from the @AUGUST]NE INSTITUTE and @ IgRactius press

The Free Catholic Prayer,
Meditation, and Scripture App

1 Scan this with your phone camera
2 Download the app

3 Enjoy the content you want

Visit amenapp.org for more information

»s

An offering from the AUGUSTINE INSTITUTE



https://signup.formed.org/
https://amenapp.org/
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THE CATHOLIC FAITH.
ON DEMAND.

Who is Jesus? Do | need a church?
Why do | exist?

Teens in your parish are actively looking for answers to these questions.
Unfortunately, the world is not providing the proper guidance to point
them in the right direction.

But you can help change this. Equip your teens with the tools to help
them discover the best answers to these questions with The Search
Begins.

CLICK HERE TO WATCH THIS TRAILER

The Search Begins is a seven-episode video series adapted from the
Augustine Institute's award-winning series The Search. It invites teens in
your parish to find meaning in their everyday lives. This program shares
the answers to the fundamental questions of life so they can live more
for God. A life of purpose!

Guide your teens to real, satisfying answers about their life and the
person of Jesus Christ now with The Search Begins.

THE

SEARCH
BEGINS

Order the Leader's Kit or Deluxe Leader's Kit on Catholic Market.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y2kS1cQflwk
https://d2cxqs04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/OS+113/d2CxqS04/VW3QW27DTMN4W874tjR4HKz1tW2dmkKk5fKs53N61zzVR3qn9gW8wLKSR6lZ3kWW5rjMmh9lv2RrN2NMCdHmZ1rTVTZXXY2y21PkW2qTjKX3qYQpHW8MQ4t992tk0fW9fcJcM82QhQFM3S6xl1tJjYN788Z0qdW3PgW8D_P2s3cgVn0W4qfSJd1VQbvKV4K-CR92_-fNW3WZS0N2929_QW3Nn2W38dH0KFW2fdSnj84Xb3RW9dpx-N3pr8l5VmrCdJ2C1vFbW22ttNF3k7t4-V7W6Y03wtWD9N2HlnWdg6ZlsN28BkFrCJCD6W5vjmd896Qy14W3-vYjf1gZr74W2JpRbl20RG29W6LpPbZ5ZzNv5W2b6yz-8MsfZdW1MFZWg1ZnsyRW1HVycy7dQB54W7_zTw06Nrbvdf3Q76sC04
https://d2cxqs04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/OS+113/d2CxqS04/VW3QW27DTMN4W874tjR4HKz1tW2dmkKk5fKs53N61zzVR3qn9gW8wLKSR6lZ3mDW9lRcg-53XSmfW27QlhK5gGBntW8z7WtG4rPT56W6czfZm5-1KX8N7NHk88dQ2ZfW7bsJqn5Hz0gvW7cB_2x7n36jPW4TKjJ43QG2R6W6p-cZc6mj9wsW5Ld97h1fL21HW3PV6zZ2d-G52N15GJCCcDRhLW5qYH5X3nTjqdW57lVNH1wqYMsW6pvG548g2pXQW4ry4j963LzDRW5RY8bC3f5lvbTFh7t3mt6cbW42-p8Z1rBphpW8V1db7838s1YW4Mc_qm14znSSW2FQT8x8ShKQ5W2tY9y28kMMhLW3-wtS41Nlr2gW8wLz5H5QWt-5N4STZM1z5mR_W7mc3Dl4p8GJxN5hMzTC1yDjbf6HKm2s04
https://d2cxqs04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/OS+113/d2CxqS04/VW3QW27DTMN4W874tjR4HKz1tW2dmkKk5fKs53N61zzTY3qn9gW6N1vHY6lZ3nkW1Z7MMV5HSJz9W33LzDt19p26WW39Hp517XTQCgN6YF98GDkBKJW65bvX164cdPfW6zWTNG4kCy8DW4TPkGs6btc4LW8tTYSB12Cj9MW3v4D8_8cn58fW8pLDhB6l68lmW6lTV2d7k_ygPW7Gg2XP2DQy8hW7MBSdL27K86HW1Gb8tQ799pDTW6P_s7P6jGnwSW4SHTDb45y6b0W5ZfwPP2s8t9JW35ydrd6f1cDbW5Vs61R1QKFwJV1JJZK36SfKfW4wWMJz1LY1X1W8fpJkM2hqBx4f3dTvq404

Retreat Centers in Southern Alberta

AN "OASIS" IN THE HEART OF CALGARY

FCJ Retreat & Conference Centre is seen by many as a F‘ J%Kf a

spiritual home where God feels very present both in

the building and the surrounding landscape, and every RETREAT & CONFERENCE CENTRE
year welcomes thousands of visitors to a unique X corpericte winis0ry of e Siers Basifil Comparsons of Jeoks (FC) viee 3980
experience of warm hospitality and deep spirituality.

Our hope is that those who come to the FCJ Centre will encounter God, whether in prayer, in the Word, in the
silence and the beauty; and that this encounter will touch many other lives too.
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Mount St. Francis Retreat Centre is nestled in the foothills of the
» Rocky Mountains where are all welcome in the name of Christ. The
!l_ Franciscan Friars of Canada, inspired by the vision and example of

| /m St. Francis and St. Clare of Assisi, have served here since 1949.
i

@1‘@ Mount St. Francis Retreat Centre ~ We offer silent retreats and spiritual direction. We also serve those

retreats. We listen to 5th steps. We host groups and individuals seeking a place of quiet and stillness in

in the 12 Step Program through weekend and evening Serenity

an often-hectic world. We can accommodate up to 50 people (46 rooms/50 beds). We have one large and
one small meeting room, a library and chapel. We can accommodate most dietary restrictions. There are
approximately 500 acres to explore.

Our retreats are organized through a group of dedicated volunteer Captains that oversee the registration.
Please see our retreats page for more information.

We have strong ties with the Roman Catholic Diocese of Calgary; other Christian Churches, schools, and
organizations; as well as others not affiliated with any particular faith but who are in accord with our
mission of peace, healing and prayer. We value the many loyal friends and benefactors that have
supported us in our ministry for over 70 years.
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Martha Retreat Centre, situated on the edge of the beautiful
Lethbridge coulees, is a ministry of the Martha Retreat
Centre Society, which was established in 2018. Originally
founded by the Congregation of the Sisters of St. Martha
of Antigonish, Nova Scotia in 1968, the Centre continues
to be supported by and aligned with the mission of the
Sisters of St. Martha: inspired by God’s graciousness, we
strive to hear, embrace and respond to the cry for gospel
hospitality.
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Scams Alert

There are many scams going around masquerading as your clergy (priests, deacons or lately,
the bishop).

Please exercise caution when responding to email messages. If you receive unusual emails,
check the sender's email address to see whether it is the person’s genuine address. Even if
the sender's address looks correct, always verify suspicious emails by phoning the sender.

There have been many similar scams reported by several parishes in our diocese and across
Canada.

Note that these scams do not stop at emails. Those in social media should stay vigilant when
responding to friend requests or to other compelling posts requiring a response. There are
many fake Twitter, Facebook and other social media accounts trying to impersonate people
you know and our church leaders. Some scammers may take the time to build a relationship
with you to gain your trust, before trying to extort money or other things like gift cards.

Please exercise vigilance when you are being charitable. Use the channels you are most
familiar with and avoid becoming victims of a scam.

NOBODY is going to ask you for gift cards, or bit coins from the church! NOBODY!!!
All our email addresses only end in @holyfamilymh.ca never a @gmail account.

If you get an email or a text, PLEASE DO NOT RESPOND to it, you can forward it to
contact@holyfamilymh.ca so it can be sent to the diocese.




