
RECONCILIATION…  
Friday 9:30am–10:30am & Saturday 3:30–4:45pm  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

       

† Masses & Mass Intentions † 
 
Saturday, November 16 

5:00pm – Vipin Healing 
Sunday, November 17 

8:30am – Holy Family Parish 
10:30am – Cora Blanchette 

6:00pm – Mary Brink  
Monday, November 18 

9:00am – Dayne McMeekin  
Tuesday, November 19 

9:00am – Vi Seifert † 
Wednesday, November 20 

7:00am – Dwight Luscombe † 
Thursday, November 21 

9:00am – Noli Roxas  
Friday, November 22 

9:00am – Marlene Sauer † 
 
 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
 

 
Email: contact@holyfamilymh.ca ~ Website: www.holyfamilymh.ca ~ Phone 403-527-6933 

Facebook: Medicine Hat Holy Family Parish   ~   YouTube: Medicine Hat Holy Family Church 

Welcome to 

Office Hrs. Monday to Friday - 8:30am – 12:00pm & 1:00pm to 4:30pm. Closed on Holidays. 
 
 

 

MASS TIMES - MONDAY TUESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 9:00AM 

WEDNESDAY 7:00AM  

SATURDAY 5:00PM - SUNDAY 8:30AM, 10:30AM & 6:00PM  

MONTHLY - 1ST TUESDAY 6:00PM & 1ST SATURDAY 8:00AM 

 

THE CHAPEL IS OPEN  
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9:30am - 4:00pm 
ADORATION FRIDAY 9:30 – 10:30am 

Knights of Columbus – Greg Martin  

 Catholic Women’s League – Cathy Koch 

  

Parish Pastoral Council Chair - Gary Heinbecker 
Parish Finance Council Chair - Cheryl Pocsik 

 

CLERGY AT HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
Fr. Iqbal Khurshid & Deacon Robert Risling 

33RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YR. B     SUNDAY, NOV. 17, 2024 

 

Gospel Reading ~ Mark 13:24-32 
Jesus teaches about the signs of the 

coming of the Son of Man. 
 

https://www.catholicyyc.ca/blog/catholic-bishops-of-canada-apologize-to-the-indigenous-peoples-of-this-land
mailto:contact@holyfamilymh.ca
http://www.holyfamilymh.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/medicinehatholyfamilyparish
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCG6zK-XzuXdDHj79rV6ut_Q


   33RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YR. B     SUNDAY, NOV. 17, 2024 
OPERATING FINANCES 
OCTOBER 1-31, 2024 

Operating Budget 2024 $ 60,990 

General Envelope Collection $ 40,286 

Loose Collections $ 4,099 

Future Development $ 2,499 

Sale of Church Supplies & Other $ 8,860 

$ 55,744 - Budget Vs Actual  -$ 5,246 

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
Together in Action (TIA) $ 16,699 

St Vincent de Paul $ 4,389 

World Mission $ 1,430 

Clergy Retirement $ 110 

Mission Mexico $ 120 

CARO $ 20 

Seminary Fund $ 60 

Needs of CDN Church $ 75 

Thank You  
for your Generous Contributions 

Average Weekly Attendance 993 
 

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Daniel 12:1-3.   
Psalm 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11.   
Hebrews 10:11-14, 18.   

Mark 13:24-32. 
 

Is the End-Time Coming? 
 

The liturgical year of 2021 ends in 14 
days.  These past weeks have kept our 
focus on living in the Kingdom of God 
and living for its completion.  Who 
knows when this world will end.  None 
of us!  It will come when God is ready.  
We know it ends here for each of us at 
death.  And then perdures forever in 
the eternal presence of God.  Rather 
than fret about when the end will come, 
let us behave rightly now.   
l What will I do today to behave as God 

wants?   
l What will I say today that is right and 

true and just?   
l What mercy work will guide my 

week?   
 

Responsorial Psalm - Psalm 16 - God protects us and shows us the path of life. 



 

  

DONATE TODAY… 

mailto:accounting@holyfamilymh.ca
mailto:accounting@holyfamilymh.ca


 

   

 

 

 

 

catholicyyc.ca/Faithfully keeps you 

updated 

with what's happening in and around our 

Diocese! 
 

CWL Gratefully Thanks all who donated, served and enjoyed our 
Parish Fall Supper. 
And those who donated to our fall bottle drive & for all the socks 
donated for the Mustard Seed. 
Reminder: CWL memberships are due for 2025 at $40. Please check 
your email for info. 
 

https://www.catholicyyc.ca/faithfully.html
https://www.catholicyyc.ca/faithfully.html
https://www.catholicyyc.ca/faithfully.html
https://www.catholicyyc.ca/faithfully.html


 
    





  



 

  



 

33rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR B              November 17, 2024 

FACING THE END TIMES 

We are almost coming to the end of the liturgical calendar Year B and next Sunday we 
will be celebrating the Solemnity of Christ the King. The environment of the world has 
changed from 2023 after the attack on Isreal which has led to chaos, tribulations, disunity, 
and hatred among the people. In their emotions, people have failed to stand for wrong or 
right because the anger have taken over everything. Is there any time that people will 
experience peace, harmony and unity? I can go on to speak more about the situation of 
the world now but let us focus more on hope and peace rather than getting scared from 
the current situation.  
A man went to a monastery for a silent retreat. After he finished, he felt better, calmer, 
stronger, but something was missing. The teacher said he could talk to one of the monks 
before he left. 
The man thought for a while, then asked: “How do you find peace?” 
The monk said: “I say yes. To everything that happens, I say yes.” 
When the man returned home, he was enlightened. 
The Readings of this week not only speak about the end time (Eschatology) and they do 
offer us a moment to reflect on the protection the Lord God provides. Although end 
time narratives always scare people and thus no one wants to talk to about them. We want 
to live in a peaceful world and don’t want to hear anything about violence, war, hatred, 
division, killing and destruction but reality is very bitter and maybe sometimes more than 
what we can think. However, when we hear about the end times through the Bible, it is 
not to scare us but to prepare us for the final destination, that is eternal life or heaven. 
God loves us and he wants to protect us though sometimes that protection may not be 
visible. 



During World War II, a US Marine was separated from his unit on a Pacific Island. The 
fighting had been intense, and in the smoke and the crossfire, he had lost touch with his 
comrades. Alone in the jungle, he could hear enemy soldiers coming in his direction. 
Scrambling for cover, he found his way up a high ridge to several small caves in the rock. 
Quickly he crawled inside one of the caves. Although safe for the moment, he realized 
that once the enemy soldiers looking for him swept up the ridge, they would quickly search 
all the caves, and he would be killed. As he waited, he prayed, “Lord, if it be your will, 
please protect me. Whatever your will, I love you and trust you. Amen.” 
After praying, he lay quietly listening to the enemy begin to draw close. He thought, “Well, 
I guess the Lord isn’t going to help me out of this one.” Just then he saw a spider begin 
to build a web over the front of his cave. As he watched, listening to the enemy searching 
for him all the while, the spider layered strand after strand of web across the opening 
of the cave. “Hah” he thought, “what I need is a brick wall and what the Lord has sent 
me is a spider web. God does have a sense of humor.” As the enemy drew closer, he 
watched from the darkness of his hideout and could see them searching one cave after 
another. As they came to his, he got ready to make his last stand. To his amazement, 
however, after glancing in the direction of his cave, they moved on. Suddenly, he realized 
that with the spider web over the entrance, his cave looked as if no one had entered it 
for quite a while. “Lord, forgive me,” prayed the young man, “I had forgotten that in you 
a spider’s web is stronger than a brick wall.” 
We all face times of great trouble. When we do, it is so easy to forget the victories that 
God would work in our lives, sometimes in the most surprising ways. 
As the great leader, Nehemiah, reminded the people of Israel when they faced the task 
of rebuilding Jerusalem, “In God we will have success!” Nehemiah 2:20. 
Remember: Whatever is happening in our life, with God, a mere spider’s web can become 
a brick wall of protection. Trust and believe that He is with us always. Just ask for his 
help and we will see His great power and love for us. Issues concerning the end of the 
world have always been fascinating. They are also quite terrifying. The end of the world 
will usher in a time of divine judgment. We might not like to talk about it, but we must.   
There are only three ways we can look at the end of the world. The first way is popular, 
and it goes like this: "What 'end of the world?' There's not going to be any 'end of the 
world.' Who's to say there's some God? Or a purpose? Or guiding hand? Or any real 
progress to speak of? History isn't going anywhere, except maybe 'round and 'round in a 
circle. There's not going to be any 'end of the world’.  
The second way we can look at the end of the world is to say, "There sure is going to be 
an 'end of the world!'" This second view usually comes in different versions. For example, 
many folks speak of an environmental apocalypse, saying, "Follow the trends on rising 
temperatures, melting glaciers, disappearing rain forests, and shrinking ozone layers.  



Third, is a spiritual end times of the world which Bible speaks frequently about. Why Bible 
or God needs to speak about end times when God himself created world with great love 
and has never left the world unattended?  Is God making people afraid of the end times, 
when he himself says “do not be afraid, I am with you till the end of age? Answer to 
above all is only “No because he loves us, and he wants to protect us from every fear 
and evil” as St. Paul says, “he can not deny himself”.   So, the world is going to end one 
day - but probably not yet. There is a day coming in which God will destroy the universe 
and all that is in it. The Bible refers to that day in various terms: the "day of judgment" 
(Matthew 12:36), "Christ’s second coming" (1 Corinthians 15:23), the "great and terrible day 
of the Lord" (Malachi 4:5).  
St. Cyril of Jerusalem invites all of us to believe in the Lord; “In learning and professing 
the faith, you must accept and retain only the Church’s present tradition, confirmed as it 
is by the Scriptures. Although not everyone is able to read the Scriptures, some because 
they have never learned to read, others because their daily activities keep them from such 
study, still so that their souls will not be lost through ignorance, we have gathered the 
whole of the faith in a few concise articles. Now I order you to retain this creed for 
your nourishment throughout life and never to accept any alternative, not even if I, myself 
were to change and say something contrary to what I am now teaching, not even if some 

angel of contradiction, changed into an angel of light, tried to lead you astray. For even if 
we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to that which you 
have now received, let him be accursed in your sight. So, for the present be content to 
listen to the simple words of the creed and to memorize them; at some suitable time, you 
can find the proof of each article in the Scriptures. This summary of the faith was not 
composed at man’s whim; the most important sections were chosen from the whole 
Scripture to constitute and complete a comprehensive statement of the faith. Just as the 
mustard seed contains in a small grain many branches, so this brief statement of the faith 
keeps in its heart, as it were, all the religious truth to be found in Old and New Testament 
alike. That is why, my brothers, you must consider and preserve the traditions you are now 
receiving. Inscribe them across your heart. Observe them scrupulously, so that no enemy 
may rob any of you in an idle and heedless moment; let no heretic deprive you of what 
has been given to you. Faith is rather like depositing in a bank the money entrusted to you, 
and God will surely demand an account of what you have deposited. In the words of the 

Apostle: I charge you before the God who gives life to all things, and before Christ who 

bore witness under Pontius Pilate in a splendid declaration, to keep unblemished this faith 
you have received, until the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. You have now been given 
life’s great treasure; when he comes, the Lord will ask for what he has entrusted to 

you. At the appointed time he will reveal himself, for he is the blessed and sole Ruler, King 



of kings, Lord of lords. He alone is immortal, dwelling in unapproachable light. No man has 

seen or ever can see him. To him be glory, honor and power for ever and ever. Amen”. 
In the First Reading we read through Prophet Daniel about the end times but with the 
great image of a protector St. Michael the Archangel. “When those terrible things take 
place, God has a plan to save his people.  We first heard of Michael in 10:13, when “a man 

clothed in linen”—presumably an angel sought to reassure Daniel.  He said that “the prince 

of the kingdom of Persia” had opposed him, but Michael dealt with that dark prince.  He 

then said, “there is none who holds with me against these, but Michael your prince”.  In 
the New Testament, Michael is portrayed as fighting Satan (Jude 1:9; Revelation 12:7). 
This time of anguish would be when Antiochus IV tried to “profane the sanctuary, even 

the fortress, and shall take away the continual burnt offering, and they shall set up the 

abomination that makes desolate”.  He will defeat Egypt and “go forth with great fury to 

destroy and utterly to sweep away many”.  Despite this bad king’s power and wealth, “he 

shall come to his end, and none will help him”.  His power and wealth will not protect him 

against justice of God, who will deliver his people. That is a book in which God records 

the names of the righteous.  It is “a list of those who belong to God’s people, the citizen 
list of the true Jerusalem”. Daniel’s vision promises that the faithful shall shine like those 

stars—beautiful—dependable—useful—eternal.  People would admire them.  They would 

learn to guide by the light of their faithful mentors.  Faithful people would bless all those 

who observed their lives, just as we are all blessed by the lights that God has placed in 
the sky. Surely with this verse in mind, Jesus concluded his Parable of the Weeds by saying: 

“Then the righteous will shine forth like the sun in the kingdom of their Father” (Matthew 
13:43). 
The Responsorial Psalm contains the prayer of protect and refuge “Protect me, O God, 
for in you I take refuge”. This Psalm encourages us to keep praying every day to God for 
our protection and protection of others. During the pandemic we had seen similar 
situations as fear had wrapped the whole world, yet no one had the answer “how and 
when the pandemic would end?” The Author of Letter to Hebrews does remind us that 
inspite of all fear, sorrows, anguish and grief of end time, we must believe in Jesus “who 
had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 
and since then has been waiting until his enemies would be made a footstool for his feet. 
For by a single offering, he has perfected for all time those who are sanctified”. How 
do we trust in the protection of Jesus, is a question for us to reflect?  
Here is a story (possibly apocryphal, but powerful nevertheless) about a man who acted 
in the spirit of love and about what he consequently learned. Many years ago, an old man 
stood on a Virginia riverbank. He was waiting to cross the river, since it was bitterly cold 
and there were no bridges, he was hoping to get a ride across on horseback. After a 



lengthy wait he spotted a group of horsemen approaching. He let the first one pass, then 
the second, third, fourth and fifth. One rider remained. As he drew abreast, the old man 
looked him in the eye and said, 'Sir, would you give me a ride across the river?' The rider 
immediately replied, 'Certainly.' Once across the river, the old man slid to the ground. 'Sir,' 
the rider said before leaving. 'I could not help but notice that you permitted all the other 
men to pass without asking for a ride. Then, when I drew abreast, you immediately asked 
me to carry you across. I am curious as to why you didn't ask them, and you did ask me.' 
The old man quietly responded, 'I looked into their eyes and could see no love and knew in 
my own heart it would be useless to ask for a ride. But when I looked into your eyes, I 
saw compassion, love and the willingness to help. I knew you would be glad to give me a 
ride across the river.' The rider was touched. 'I'm grateful for what you are saying,' he 
said. 'I appreciate it very much.' With that, Thomas Jefferson turned and rode off to the 
White House. 
It is often said that our eyes are the windows to our souls. If that is true, what is it that 
our eyes show about us? Or let me ask it a different way: if you had been the last rider, 
would the old man have asked you for a ride? A good question. For it is said that others 
will know us by our love. Some will see it in the things we do and some in the things we 
say. And a few perceptive souls, like the old man in the story, may catch a glimmer of a 
loving and generous spirit in the expression of kind eyes. 
The Gospel this Sunday of the liturgical year offers us part of Jesus’ discourse regarding 
the last events of human history, oriented toward the complete fulfilment of the reign 
of God. It is the talk that Jesus gave in Jerusalem before his last Passover. It has certain 
apocalyptic elements, such as wars, famine, cosmic catastrophes: “The sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the 
powers in the heavens will be shaken”. However, these segments are not the essential 
part of the message. The core around which Jesus’ words turn is he himself, the mystery 
of his person, and of his death and resurrection, and his return at the end of time. He is 
for eternity who has conquered the world and it’s forces.  
Holy Father Pope Francis reflecting on the Gospel says “Our final goal is the encounter 
with the Risen Lord. I would like to ask how many of you think about this. “There will be 
a day in which I meet the Lord face to face”. And this is our goal: the encounter. We do 
not await a time or a place, but we are going to encounter a person: Jesus. Thus, the 
problem is not “when” these premonitory signs of the last days will occur, but rather our 
being prepared. Neither is it about knowing “how” these things will happen, but instead 
“how” we must act today, in awaiting these things”. 
We are called to live in the present, building our future with serenity and trust in God. 
The parable of the fig tree that sprouts, as a sign of the approaching summer teaches 
that the perspective of the end doesn’t distract us from the present life, but rather brings 



us to look at our current days with an outlook of hope. The smallest but strongest of the 
virtues. And our hope has a face: the face of the Risen Lord, who comes “with great 
power and glory”, which will manifest his love, crucified, and transfigured in the 
Resurrection. This virtue of hope that is so hard to live. Many of you will agree with me 
that the pandemic really exposed the true colours of our lives and faith. How many of us 
divided over the pandemic issues, masking & vaccine for example to mention some? So 
much hate and division is going on in our society that we have lost respect for other 
people.  The triumph of Jesus at the end of time will be the triumph of the Cross, the 
demonstration that the sacrifice of oneself for love of neighbour, an imitation of Christ, 
the only victorious power, the only stable point amid the upheavals and tragedies of the 
world. 
The Lord Jesus is not only the destination of our earthly pilgrimage, but also a constant 
presence in our lives; he is also beside us, he always accompanies. That’s why, when we 
speak of the future and project ourselves toward it, it is always to lead us back to the 
present. He weeps over the destruction of Jerusalem and how much more will he not cry 
for us (Luke 20)?  He is at our side; he walks with us; he loves us. He wants to remove 
from his disciples of every age the curiosity about dates, predictions, horoscopes, and 
focus their attention on the today of history. How many of you read your horoscope 
every day? Each one answer, and when you feel like reading your horoscope, look to Jesus 
who is with you. This is better and will be better for you. This presence of Jesus calls us 
to the anticipation and vigilance that exclude both impatience and weariness, both the 
escaping to the future and the becoming prisoners of the current moment and of 
worldliness. Remember the words of Jesus “Come to me all those are weary and carrying 
heavy burdens, I will give you rest” (Mt 11:27-30). St. Peter does warn to be strong against 
the devil who deceives us makes afraid of our future rather than trusting in the Lord 
who protects us from every evil and human powers “Humble yourselves therefore under 

the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, 

because he cares for you.  Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your 

adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour.  Resist him, steadfast 

in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing 

the same kinds of suffering. And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of 

all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, 

strengthen, and establish you.  To him be the power forever and ever. Amen” (5:6-11). 

In our days, too, there is no lack of natural and moral disasters, nor of adversities and 
difficulties of every kind. Everything passes, the Lord reminds us; he alone, his Word 
remains as the light that guides and encourages our steps. He always forgives us because 
he is at our side. We need only look at him and he changes our hearts. St. Paul says “But 
we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary 



power belongs to God and does not come from us.  We are afflicted in every way, but 
not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck 
down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life 

of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies.  For while we live, we are always being 
given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus may be made visible in our 

mortal flesh. So, death is at work in us, but life in you” (2 Corinthians 4:7-11). 
Two men visit a Zen master. The first man says: “I’m thinking of moving to this town. 
What’s it like?” The Zen master asks: “What was your old town like?” The first man 
responds: “It was dreadful. Everyone was hateful. I hated it.” The Zen master says: “This 
town is very much the same. I don’t think you should move here.” 
The first man leaves, and the second man comes in. The second man says: “I’m thinking of 
moving to this town. What’s it like?” The Zen master asks: “What was your old town like?” 
The second man responds: “It was wonderful. Everyone was friendly and I was happy. Just 
interested in a change now.” The Zen master says: “This town is very much the same. I 
think you will like it here.” What we seek is what we find. The reasons why you do what 
you do matter as much, if not more, as what you end up doing. Because they shape how 
you seek. So, ultimately, they’ll also determine what you find. 
See the world around and pray to the Prince of Peace so that peace and love may prevail 
in the world. 
Are we prepared to face the end times? 

 



DIOCESAN SUNDAY UPDATES 

November 17, 2024 

 
 

Red Wednesday - Nov 20 

On Wednesday, Nov. 20, wear red and pray in 
solidarity with Christians who suffer for their faith. 
You are invited to attend the Red Wednesday Mass on 
Nov. 20 at 7 pm at St. Mary's Cathedral with Bishop 
McGrattan, followed by refreshments and meal, 
fellowship, and a performance by the Chaldean 
Children Choir at the Parish Hall. All are welcome! 

 

Renewed in Hope: Diocesan Renewal 
Advent Mission  
Gather with your community in your parish and join 
our presenter live via Zoom. Dec 3-5 from 7 to 8:30 
pm. Speakers/sessions: 
 

 
• Tue, Dec 3: Brett Powell (Archdiocese of 

Vancouver) - Form Missionary Disciples 
• Wed, Dec 4: Bishop Scott McCaig (Military 

Ordinariate of Canada) - Be a Church of 
Encounter and Witness 

• Thu, Dec 5: Mary Rose Bacani Valenti (Salt + 
Light TV) - Strengthen Family Life 
 
 

Advent Family Workshop: Meeting Jesus 
the Good Shepherd 

Through prayer, scripture, discussions, and hands-on 
activities, families will learn to create sacred spaces 
and devotional items at home, making Advent a joyful, 
faith-filled journey closer to Christ. 

• Wed, Nov 27: Meeting Jesus the Good 
Shepherd 

• Wed, Dec 11: Our Family Advent Journey, at 
Catholic Pastoral Centre (120 17 Ave SW, 
Calgary)  

Space is limited. Register at catholicyyc.ca/renewal or 
call Mara at 403-218-5521.  

 

40 Hours Devotion for Vocations 

Pray with us as for an increase of vocations to the 
priesthood and consecrated life in our Diocese. The 
next devotions:  

• St. Augustine's, Taber - Mon, Nov 25 at 3 am to 
Tue, Nov 26 at 7 pm 

• St. Anthony's, Calgary - Fri, Dec 6 at 3 pm to 
Sun, Dec 8 at 7 am (Chapel) 

 

The Incarnation 

Join Father Tim Boyle in St. Martha's Church to 
explore The Incarnation - "At such great cost...with 

http://catholicyyc.ca/renewal
https://www.catholicparish.ca/
https://stanthonysyyc.weadorehim.com/en/signup/adoremus


such great love".  The cross is the presence of the 
infinite in our finite world and the divine force at work 
in the world.”  When: Mon, Nov 18, 10:15 am, St. 
Martha’s Parish, Lethbridge or livestream at 
www.stmarthasparish.ca   

 

Craft Sale & Festive Market 
• Sat, Nov 16, 9:30 am to 3:30 pm, CWL Festive 

Market - Ascension, Calgary 
• Sat, Nov 16, 10 am to 3 pm, CWL Craft Sale - 

Holy Spirit, Calgary 
• Sat, Nov 23, 10 am to 2 pm -  Advent Fair - 

Holy Name, Calgary 
• Sat, Nov 23, 9:30 am to 3:30 pm - St. Luke's 

CWL Christmas Market - St. Luke's, Calgary 

 

Finding God in all Things (Through 
Ordinary Day) 
Explore how God’s presence weaves through daily life 
with reflection, prayer, and sharing. Each experience 
includes moments for personal pondering, inspiring 
readings, and optional group sharing. When: Tue, Nov 
28, 7 pm - 8:30 pm, FCJ Centre. For more 
information, call 403-228-4215 or email 
info@fcjcentre.ca  

 

Festival of Crèches 

Begin Advent with the Festival of Crèches! View 
hundreds of Nativity scenes from around the world. 
This year features a Nativity Workshop Station to 
inspire you to build your own family crèche. Supplies 
and pre-built stables will be available.. When: Sat, Nov 
30, 9:30 am – 7 pm, St. Anthony's Parish Hall, 
Calgary.  
 

 

Advent Taizé Prayers 

Through meditative Taizé chants, personal prayer and 
quiet time, we enter into the Advent season, coming 
close to the One who comes and sends light into our 
world.  

• Wed, Dec 6, 7 to 8 pm: Advent Taize Prayer 
Evening at FCJ Centre, Calgary 

• Fri, Dec 13, 7:45 pm to 9 pm: St. Luke's Advent 
Taize Prayer Service, Calgary 

 

The Living Nativity 

As we prepare for Christmas this year, St James 
Parish, in Okotoks, invites you to come and walk 
through the Town of Bethlehem and meet the Holy 
Family in this live replica of the Christmas Nativity. 

The Living Nativity will take place on Saturday, Dec. 7 
from 4 to 8 pm in the field next to the Church parking 
lot. The address is 338040 32nd St East, Okotoks. 
Admission is free. Donations will be gratefully 
accepted and given to charity. There will be light, 
warm refreshments available for a small fee in the 
Church hall. More 

Hear the Angels Sing 

Celebrate Advent with "Hear the Angels Sing," a high 
school choral festival featuring sacred music by 
choirs from Calgary Catholic School District high 
schools. When: Mon, Dec 2, 7 pm, St. Michael’s 
Catholic Community. Enjoy performances by students 
from Bishop Carroll, Our Lady of the Rockies, Father 
Lacombe, Bishop O’Byrne, Notre Dame, All Saints, and 
St. Mary’s. 

 

SJCS Nine Lessons & Carols 

Join St John Choir Schola’s four choirs for the annual 
Nine Lessons and Carols. When: Sun, Dec 15, 7:30 
pm, St. Mary’s Cathedral. Enjoy an unforgettable 
evening of readings, choral music, and congregational 
hymns. Freewill offering accepted at the door. All are 
welcome! 

Need the Anointing of the Sick while in 
a Calgary Hospital? 
If you have been admitted to any of Calgary’s 
hospitals and would like the Sacrament of Anointing 
of the Sick, you can contact your parish priest or call 
the Diocese of Calgary Call Centre at 403-231-9505. 
This service is available for Alberta Children’s 
Hospital, Foothills Hospital, Peter Lougheed Hospital, 
Rockyview General Hospital, and South Health 
Campus. 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.stmarthasparish.ca/
https://www.catholicyyc.ca/news.html#event=77758846;instance=20241116093000?popup=1&lang=en-US
https://www.catholicyyc.ca/news.html#event=77758846;instance=20241116093000?popup=1&lang=en-US
https://www.catholicyyc.ca/news.html#event=77785635;instance=20241116100000?popup=1&lang=en-US
https://www.catholicyyc.ca/news.html#event=77788169;instance=20241123100000?popup=1&lang=en-US
https://www.catholicyyc.ca/news.html#event=77737021;instance=20241123093000?popup=1&lang=en-US
https://www.catholicyyc.ca/news.html#event=77737021;instance=20241123093000?popup=1&lang=en-US
mailto:info@fcjcentre.ca
https://stjamesparishokotoks.ca/living-nativity-2024


  

https://signup.formed.org/
https://amenapp.org/


  



  







    



 

 

Who is Jesus? Do I need a church? 

Why do I exist?  

Teens in your parish are actively looking for answers to these questions. 

Unfortunately, the world is not providing the proper guidance to point 

them in the right direction. 

 But you can help change this. Equip your teens with the tools to help 

them discover the best answers to these questions with The Search 

Begins. 

CLICK HERE TO WATCH THIS TRAILER 

The Search Begins is a seven-episode video series adapted from the 

Augustine Institute's award-winning series The Search. It invites teens in 

your parish to find meaning in their everyday lives. This program shares 

the answers to the fundamental questions of life so they can live more 

for God. A life of purpose! 

Guide your teens to real, satisfying answers about their life and the 

person of Jesus Christ now with The Search Begins. 

 

Order the Leader's Kit or Deluxe Leader's Kit on Catholic Market. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y2kS1cQflwk
https://d2cxqs04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/OS+113/d2CxqS04/VW3QW27DTMN4W874tjR4HKz1tW2dmkKk5fKs53N61zzVR3qn9gW8wLKSR6lZ3kWW5rjMmh9lv2RrN2NMCdHmZ1rTVTZXXY2y21PkW2qTjKX3qYQpHW8MQ4t992tk0fW9fcJcM82QhQFM3S6xl1tJjYN788Z0qdW3PgW8D_P2s3cgVn0W4qfSJd1VQbvKV4K-CR92_-fNW3WZS0N2929_QW3Nn2W38dH0KFW2fdSnj84Xb3RW9dpx-N3pr8l5VmrCdJ2C1vFbW22ttNF3k7t4-V7W6Y03wtWD9N2HlnWdg6ZlsN28BkFrCJCD6W5vjmd896Qy14W3-vYjf1gZr74W2JpRbl20RG29W6LpPbZ5ZzNv5W2b6yz-8MsfZdW1MFZWg1ZnsyRW1HVycy7dQB54W7_zTw06Nrbvdf3Q76sC04
https://d2cxqs04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/OS+113/d2CxqS04/VW3QW27DTMN4W874tjR4HKz1tW2dmkKk5fKs53N61zzVR3qn9gW8wLKSR6lZ3mDW9lRcg-53XSmfW27QlhK5gGBntW8z7WtG4rPT56W6czfZm5-1KX8N7NHk88dQ2ZfW7bsJqn5Hz0gvW7cB_2x7n36jPW4TKjJ43QG2R6W6p-cZc6mj9wsW5Ld97h1fL21HW3PV6zZ2d-G52N15GJCCcDRhLW5qYH5X3nTjqdW57lVNH1wqYMsW6pvG548g2pXQW4ry4j963LzDRW5RY8bC3f5lvbTFh7t3mt6cbW42-p8Z1rBphpW8V1db7838s1YW4Mc_qm14znSSW2FQT8x8ShKQ5W2tY9y28kMMhLW3-wtS41Nlr2gW8wLz5H5QWt-5N4STZM1z5mR_W7mc3Dl4p8GJxN5hMzTC1yDjbf6HKm2s04
https://d2cxqs04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/OS+113/d2CxqS04/VW3QW27DTMN4W874tjR4HKz1tW2dmkKk5fKs53N61zzTY3qn9gW6N1vHY6lZ3nkW1Z7MMV5HSJz9W33LzDt19p26WW39Hp517XTQCgN6YF98GDkBKJW65bvX164cdPfW6zWTNG4kCy8DW4TPkGs6btc4LW8tTYSB12Cj9MW3v4D8_8cn58fW8pLDhB6l68lmW6lTV2d7k_ygPW7Gg2XP2DQy8hW7MBSdL27K86HW1Gb8tQ799pDTW6P_s7P6jGnwSW4SHTDb45y6b0W5ZfwPP2s8t9JW35ydrd6f1cDbW5Vs61R1QKFwJV1JJZK36SfKfW4wWMJz1LY1X1W8fpJkM2hqBx4f3dTvq404


 

Retreat Centers in Southern Alberta 
 

AN "OASIS" IN THE HEART OF CALGARY 

FCJ Retreat & Conference Centre is seen by many as a 
spiritual home where God feels very present both in 
the building and the surrounding landscape, and every 
year welcomes thousands of visitors to a unique 
experience of warm hospitality and deep spirituality. 
Our hope is that those who come to the FCJ Centre will encounter God, whether in prayer, in the Word, in the 
silence and the beauty; and that this encounter will touch many other lives too.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Mount St. Francis Retreat Centre is nestled in the foothills of the 
Rocky Mountains where are all welcome in the name of Christ. The 
Franciscan Friars of Canada, inspired by the vision and example of 

St. Francis and St. Clare of Assisi, have served here since 1949. 

We offer silent retreats and spiritual direction. We also serve those 

in the 12 Step Program through weekend and evening Serenity 

retreats. We listen to 5th steps. We host groups and individuals seeking a place of quiet and stillness in 

an often-hectic world. We can accommodate up to 50 people (46 rooms/50 beds). We have one large and 

one small meeting room, a library and chapel. We can accommodate most dietary restrictions. There are 

approximately 500 acres to explore.  

Our retreats are organized through a group of dedicated volunteer Captains that oversee the registration. 

Please see our retreats page for more information. 

We have strong ties with the Roman Catholic Diocese of Calgary; other Christian Churches, schools, and 

organizations; as well as others not affiliated with any particular faith but who are in accord with our 

mission of peace, healing and prayer. We value the many loyal friends and benefactors that have 

supported us in our ministry for over 70 years. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Martha Retreat Centre, situated on the edge of the beautiful 

Lethbridge coulees, is a ministry of the Martha Retreat 

Centre Society, which was established in 2018. Originally 

founded by the Congregation of the Sisters of St. Martha 

of Antigonish, Nova Scotia in 1968, the Centre continues 

to be supported by and aligned with the mission of the 

Sisters of St. Martha: inspired by God’s graciousness, we 

strive to hear, embrace and respond to the cry for gospel 

hospitality.   
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Scams Alert 
There are many scams going around masquerading as your clergy (priests, deacons or lately, 

the bishop). 

Please exercise caution when responding to email messages.  If you receive unusual emails, 

check the sender's email address to see whether it is the person’s genuine address. Even if 

the sender's address looks correct, always verify suspicious emails by phoning the sender. 

There have been many similar scams reported by several parishes in our diocese and across 

Canada.  

Note that these scams do not stop at emails. Those in social media should stay vigilant when 

responding to friend requests or to other compelling posts requiring a response. There are 

many fake Twitter, Facebook and other social media accounts trying to impersonate people 

you know and our church leaders. Some scammers may take the time to build a relationship 

with you to gain your trust, before trying to extort money or other things like gift cards. 

Please exercise vigilance when you are being charitable. Use the channels you are most 

familiar with and avoid becoming victims of a scam. 

NOBODY is going to ask you for gift cards, or bit coins from the church! NOBODY!!! 

All our email addresses only end in @holyfamilymh.ca never a @gmail account. 

If you get an email or a text, PLEASE DO NOT RESPOND to it, you can forward it to 

contact@holyfamilymh.ca so it can be sent to the diocese. 

 

 


