
Reconciliation is by appointment 
only Tuesday to Friday 9:30am ã 
4:00pm. Call the office to book a 
time with Fr. Iqbal or Fr. Rodel 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Email: contact@holyfamilymh.ca ~ Website: www.holyfamilymh.ca ~ Facebook: Medicine Hat Holy Family Parish  

 

Welcome to 
 

Reconciliation: By Appointment Only 403-527-6933 ext. 101 
Office Hrs. Monday to Friday - 8:30am ð 12:00pm & 1:00pm to 4:30pm - Closed on Holidays. 

 
 

 

MASSES 

MONDAY to FRIDAY at 9:00AM Administration doors,  

SATURDAY at 5:00PM Main Front Doors &  

SUNDAY at 8:30AM, 10:30AM & 6:00PM Main Front Doors  

MAKE SURE TO COME EARLY TO BE SCREENED & WEAR YOUR MASKS 

DOORS WILL BE LOCKED WHEN MASS STARTS 

 

ADORATION IS IN THE  
HOPE ROOM 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY  
9:30am to 4:00pm 

We do have masks available if needed! Please dispose of them in a responsible manner. 

MAKE SURE TO COME EARLY TO BE SCREENED 

THE DOORS WILL NOW BE LOCKED WHEN MASS STARTS TO 

ENSURE YOUR SAFETY FROM PEOPLE ENTERING THAT HAVE 

NOT BEEN SCREENED. 

IT IS MANDATORY TO WEAR A MASK AT 

ALL TIMES NOW IN THE CHURCH.  

 

 

Sunday 
10:30am Mass  

Medicine Hat 
Holy Family 
Church Live 

Stream 

https://www.youtube.
com/channel/UCG6zK-
XzuXdDHj79rV6ut_Q 

  

 

 

 

/ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ [ŜŀƎǳŜ 

Marjorie Bowlby 

403-527-2739 

Knights of Columbus 

Ron Pisoni  

403-526-1848 

http://www.holyfamilymh.ca/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCG6zK-XzuXdDHj79rV6ut_Q
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MASS TIMES 

 

Saturday 

5:00pm 

 

Sunday 

8:30am, 10:30am & 

6:00pm 

 

Monday to Friday 

Back to 9:00am  

Mass only 

 

CAPACITY 446 PEOPLE 

PLEASE USE FRONT 

DOORS FOR WEEKEND 

MASSES ONLY 

 

 

  

Confirmation Mass  
Saturday June 19 th  at 11:00am  

St. Patrickõs Parish & 

Holy Family Parish  

  
1. Use main doors. 

2. Candidate and Sponsor  MUST 

arrive by 10:30am so we can get 

everyone signed in, seated,  and 

have a little practice.  

3. Masks are mandatory.  

4. No pictures please during mass. 

You are welcome to take pictures 

at the end. Priests will be 

available. 

Stay in Pews until it is your turn.  

5. Social Distancing  in Required.  

Please DO NOT linger in the 

church foyer before or after 

mass. 

6. Mass will NOT  be livestr eamed. 

 

IF you have conflicts with June 19 th  

and need to pick another date please 

contact your parish priest to make 

other arrangements.  

Any questions feel free to call or email 

me or Fr. Iqbal at 403 -527 -6933 or 

Fr. Roque 403-526 -2265.  

 



JUNE 10, 2021 COVID 19 - STAGE 2 RESTRICTIONS 
All protocols dealing with the use of masks, contact tracing, sanitizing, proper 
physical distancing with individuals from different household, etc. remain in place. 

MASS 
The capacity limit for in-person attendance is 1/3 of the fire code occupancy. 
Communion on the tongue is still not allowed in Stage 2.  

WEDDINGS 
¶ Wedding ceremonies may have up to 20 people, including the officiant, 

bride/groom, witnesses, and any photographers/videographers. 

¶ NOTE: The government has now included photographers and videographers to 
the 20 people. 

¶ The Diocese does not consider the sacristan, soloist, and the instrumentalist as 
one of the 20 people allowed. 

¶ Receptions remain prohibited. 

FUNERAL MASSES 
¶ Funeral Mass may have up to 20 people, not including facility staff, funeral 

clergy or organizers not considered guests.  

¶ Receptions remain prohibited. 

BAPTISMS 
¶ The Diocese continues to limit the attendees to 20 people for Baptisms. 

¶ The celebrant and the sacristan are not included in the 20 attendees. 

¶ The use of masks and proper physical distancing are required during the 
celebration of the rite. 

ADORATION 
¶ The capacity limit for the Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is 1/3 of the fire 

code occupancy. 

FAITH BASED MEETINGS 
¶ In-person faith group meetings and other religious gatherings are not permitted 

in private homes while these measures are in effect. 

¶ Permitted when conducted at a place of worship as long as physical distancing 
and public health measures are followed. 

SOCIAL GATHERINGS 
¶ Outdoor social gatherings, with proper distancing, allowed up to 20 people. 
¶ Indoor social gatherings are still not permitted  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPERATING FINANCES 

May 1-31, 2021  

Operating Budget 2021 $ 55,019  

General Envelope Collection $ 39,148  

Loose Collections $ 453  

Future Development $ 4,002  

Sale of Church Supplies & Other $ 1,537  

Other Ministries $ 480  

Government Subsidy $ 4,424  

Budget Vs Actual -$ 4,975  

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 

Together in Action (TIA) $ 3,094  

Holy Land $ 25 

Popeès Pastoral Works $ 850  

St Vincent de Paul $ 2,514  

World Missions $ 45 

Seminarian Fund $ 1,000  

Mission Mexico $ 305  

CARO $ 90 
 

Thank You for your Generous Contributions 

 

À Masses Intentions June 12 th-18 th À 
 

Saturday, June 12 

5:00pm ã Joe Ressler À 
Sunday, June 13 

8:30 am ã Rosendo Abanilla À 
10:30am ã Derrick Rissling À 
6:00pm ã Holy Family Parish 

Monday, June 14 

9:00am ã Roy Buscholl À 
Tuesday, June 15 

9:00am ã Johanna Bachmeier 
Wednesday, June 16 

9:00am ã Joe & Maria Cruz Family 
Thursday, June 17 

9:00am ã Asuncion Ramosa À 
Friday, June 18 

9:00am ã Simon Schmaltz À 

$ 49,657  

Mustard Seed 
Medicine Hat Food Bank  

& Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

TO DATE $ 17, 307  = 35% OF THE 

WAY 

 

¸ƻǳ !ǎƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛǘΧ ǎƻ ƴƻǿ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƛǎΧ 

E-Transfer Donations accounting@holyfamilymh.ca 



2021 Summer Bible Camp 
COMING THIS JULY 

 
Watch for more information! 

 
 

 

{ǘΦ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ϧ Iƻƭȅ CŀƳƛƭȅ tŀǊƛǎƘ     

The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ 
Sunday, June 13, 2021  

 
1st Reading: Ezekiel 17.22-24                                                       I will high a low tree. 

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 92.1-2, 112-13, 14-15 (R.  1) 

R . Lord, it is good to give thanks to you. 

2nd Reading: 2 Corinthians 5.6-10 
Whether in the body or away from it we make it our aim to please the Lord. 

Gospel: Mark 4.26-34                    The smallest seed becomes the greatest of all shrubs. 

 

THIS IS HOW IT IS 
This Is How It Is.  Two parables about seeds today.  The first one is about the secret 
growing from seed to harvest.  The second is about the smaller seeds growing large.  This 
is how it is with Godès kingdom, Godès rule.  It is growing among us now.  It is present 
with us today.  But it is not yet finished.  God still has much to do.  So do we.   

 What is my part today, this week, to build up Godès kingdom, Godès rule?   
 What little thing can I do ã think like Saint Thérèse of Lisieux ã that will benefit 

someone else in a (surprisingly?) big way?   
 How can I care for the earth so seeds and plants can prosper?   

Chalk Artists you are welcome 

to decorate our sidewalks. 

 

 

We have lots of sidewalks and lots of chalk! 



  

     Vincentian Corner  

In the words of our executive director, òWe have all been impacted by COVID-19, but 

for some it hurts moreéOur volunteers need to continue providing food, shelter, and 

hope to those at riskó.  As an essential service we are continuing to meet the needs of 

those in our local community. Although, we are currently unable to do home visits, we 

continue to meet clients in need at our parish offices.  If you know of someone in need, 

please have them contact either the St. Patrick or Holy Family parish office.  Our 

meetings during the month of June will be held at St. Patrickõs Parish.    

For those wishing to donate by e -transfer our email address is ssvpmedhat@gmail.com   

We thank you for your prayers and continued financial support. God bless you!  

 

Attention McCoy High School Class of 1971! If you or someone you 

know was a part of our ΨŀƎƛƴƎ ōǳǘ !a!½LbDΩ /ƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ ΨтмΗ  Our 50-

year Reunion is being planned for Sept 17-19, 2021. All 

ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜǎκŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ψ{ŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǘŜǎΩΦ  

aƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ǘƻ ŦƻƭƭƻǿΧ {ǘŀȅ ¢ǳƴŜŘΗ 

 

THE BUILDING THE DOMESTIC CHURCH WHILE STRENGTHENING OUR PARISH INITIATIVE 

The Knights of Columbus seeks to strengthen family life through its Building the Domestic Church 

While Strengthening Our Parish initiative. Through this initiative, the Order endeavors to support 

Christian family life and encourages councils and families to more fully integrate with the 

sacramental and social life of their parish. We thereby hope to not only help each family participate 

in the Churchôs mission of evangelization, but to also strengthen our members and revitalize our 

parish. 

Most recently our kiosk located at the office side entrance doors has been refilled, there a total of 

15 books entitled: Lord teach us how to Pray, Prayer Time, Letter to Families, The Good Life Gods 

way, The Family in the Modern World, A Scriptural Rosary, Becoming a Man of God, Saint Benedict 

for Busy Parents, Saint Joseph Our Father in Faith, Gods Plan for Love and Marriage, Into the 

Breech, Faith, The Family Fully Alive, the Gift of Fatherhood. I know you will not be disappointed 

they are all excellent tools to faith formation and coming to a better understanding about your faith. 

mailto:ssvpmedhat@gmail.com
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/columbia/supreme_knight/fromthesk_20150112.html
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/columbia/supreme_knight/fromthesk_20150112.html


 
11th Sunday in Ordinary Time ς Year B                                  Sunday, June 13, 2021 

WE ARE THE KINGDOM 
Two seeds lay side by side in the fertile spring soil.   The first seed said, "I want to grow!" I want to send 
my roots deep into the soil beneath me and thrust my sprouts through the earth's crust above me. I 
want to unfurl my tender buds like banners to announce the arrival of spring. I want to feel the warmth 
of the sun on my face and the blessing of the morning dew on my petals!" And so, she grew? The second 
ǎŜŜŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ŀƳ ŀŦǊŀƛŘΦ LŦ L ǎŜƴŘ Ƴȅ Ǌƻƻǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ōŜƭƻǿΣ L do not know what I will encounter in 
the dark. If I push my way through the hard soil above me, I may damage my delicate sprouts. What if 
I let my buds open, and a snail tries to eat them? And if I were to open my blossoms, a small child may 
pull me from the ground. No, it is much better for me to wait until it is safe." And so, she waited? A yard 
hen, scratching around in the early Spring ground for food, found the waiting seed and promptly ate it. 
What do we want to become, all depends on us? The Kingdom of God starts with the realization of our 
role as Christians. Anyone can start from now and make a new ending. There is not promise of days 
without pain, laughter without sorrow, sun without rain, but can promise strength for the day, comfort 
for the tears, and light for the way.   Disappointments are like road bumps; they slow you down a bit, 
but you enjoy the smooth road afterwards. Do not stay on the bumps too long.   Move on!  When you 
feel down because you did not get what you wanted, just sit tight, and be happy.   There is a purpose 
to life's events, to teach you how to laugh more or not to cry too hard. You cannot make someone love 
you, all you can do is be someone who can be loved, and the rest is up to the person to realize your 
worth. It is better to lose your pride to the one you love, than to lose the one you love because of pride. 
We spend too much time looking for the right person to love or finding fault with those we already love, 
when instead we should be perfecting the love we ƎƛǾŜΦ LǎƴΩǘ that the way we become the Kingdom of 
God? 

hƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƭŜǾŜƴǘƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƻŦ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
of Christ is like a tree planted by God in the world. From the smallest of all seeds, she becomes the 
noblest of trees and fills the earth. She ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳΦ {ƻΣ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘǎ ƻŦ 
the air, we are called to make our home in her. 

The first reading is a message of hope and restoration. Through the prophet Ezekiel God promised to 
re-establish and elevate his people who were in exile in Babylon. Yet, during this prolonged despair, the 
prophet instilled them with a message of hope. He uses the metaphor of small shoot which is like 
LǎŀƛŀƘΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳƳǇ ƻŦ WŜǎǎŜΣ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾƛǘŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΦ άL ǿƛƭƭ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƛǘ όǘƘŜ 
ǎƘƻƻǘύ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΦ Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǇǊƻǳǘ ōǊŀƴŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀǊ ŦǊǳƛǘέ. The shoot here 



ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ǊŜƳƴŀƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ǊŜƳŀined steadfast amid adversity and who in turn formed the 
ƴǳŎƭŜǳǎ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛƭŜΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ǊŜƳƴŀƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ anointed would emerge. 
This means that God wishes to transfer his people from a kingdom of oppression, poverty, and misery 
to a kingdom of justice, prosperity, and peace of mind. The people who believe in the Kingdom of God 
are like the tree planted near the streams of water as we read in Psalm 1:1-8, Jeremiah 17:5-14, and 
Revelation 22. This is obviously the kingdom where Christ reigns as king and as the fountain of life. This 
is the kingdom where God wishes us to be. The church is the visible sign of this noble cedar or kingdom 
that gives refuge to all people. 

The Kingdom of God begins with the realization of our relationship with Him. Once we realize that we 
are the Kingdom, then there are life changing occurrences happening; we love, we care, we support, 
and we trust in the Lord who died on the cross for us to give us eternal life. Let me share another story 
with all of you. 

Once upon a time there was a seed buried in the mud. It was in dark blackness. It was cold and wet. It 
shivered. It was just plain no fun. It was icky. It was dirty. It was muddy. It was mucky. It was stuck in 
the mud. How it got there is a little 3 sentence story. One nice breezy Fall day, it had fallen on the 
ground. Then it rained a little. And a deer came along and stepped on it and pushed it deep in the mud. 
Life just was not fair. It was all alone. If only it had fallen like the other seeds in the grass, or on the log 
over there, or at least not been stepped on. But what the little seed did not see was the mouse that ate 
the seeds in the grass and the bird that ate the seeds on the log and the chipmunk that gathered the 
seeds on the ground to store and eat all winter long. It could not see this because it was stuck in the 
mud. It did not know how lucky it was. 

Now besides being squished tight in the mud, it was also locked in its shell. It tried to get out of its 
terrible predicament, but the Fall days got shorter and shorter. It got colder and colder too. It had no 
strength to get out of its shell. The mud was frozen solid, the deep snow covered it. It went through a 
terribly cold and dark winter. Finally, after what seemed forever, slowly the days grew a little longer, a 
little warmer. The seed had work to do. It began to grow. The water in the mud had softened its shell. 
Still, how hard it was to get out of its shell! It had to exert energy like never before. It struggled and 
struggled. Finally, it broke free. Then it used more energy to go not up, but down, struggling to send a 
tiny little root through that compacted mud -- that terribly icky place. It needed something to tightly 
hold on to, because...........now it had to struggle yet again with great effort to send a tiny little shoot 
to the light above -- through all that icky mud. Finally, it was free. It reached the warm sunlight. 

You would think its troubles were over. Not so fast. In a whole year it grew only a few inches, while the 
other plants grew by leaps and bounds, as if to mock the little seed. Every fall it lost its leaves. In winter 
it barely survived, covered with snow. And as it got a little taller, it had to go through windstorms and 
blizzards. But one thing was peculiar. Even while it slowly grew up to the sunny blue sky, it never forgot 
its roots. It had the wisdom to keep growing its roots deeper and deeper in the mud. In fact, it used 
every windstorm, every blizzard, every shaking, every vibration to wiggle its roots deeper and deeper 
into the black icky mud. It knew the importance of a solid foundation, because it always remembered 
where it came from, how it had been protected and helped by the mud.  

The years rolled on, and the seasons too. Each summer it so slowly but surely grew. Each winter it 
became a little tougher and stronger. It had little joys and little sorrows throughout its life like all of us 
do. Then came the fiercest of all storms. The wind blew so violently this way and that. Trees all around 
were dashed to the ground, broken, uprooted, a jangled mess. After the devastation, the sun shone 
once again. To be sure, it did not look so pretty, some leaves were missing, in fact, quite a few, but that 



would soon be remedied. Because it had not forgotten its roots as a seed in the mud, it stood there in 
all its glory. It had become the mighty oak tree. Are we forgetting our roots as a Kingdom of God? 

In the second reading, Paul reminds us of the fact that we are on a journey towards the kingdom of God 
to ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƻǳǊ ƭƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ƪƛƴƎΦ IŜƴŎŜΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ άƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ƻǊ ŜȄƛƭŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘΣ ǿŜ 
should be focused on pleasing the Lord. 

The journey to this kingdom is a journey which must be approached with faith and courage. Hence Paul 
reminds us: άΧDƻƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǿŜ Řƻ ōȅ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ōȅ ǎƛƎƘǘΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜΧŀƴŘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻŘȅ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ Considering this, we must advance diligently in order to be 
admitted into this kingdom by Christ. We are always Christians 24/7 and 365 days a year and St. Paul 
ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅ ά{ƻ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ƻǊ ŀǿŀȅΣ ǿŜ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƻǳǊ ŀƛƳ ǘƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƘƛƳΦ Cor all 
of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what 
ƘŜ ƻǊ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƎƻƻŘ ƻǊ ŜǾƛƭέΦ 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ DƻǎǇŜƭ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜŘ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ǾŜǊȅ ōǊƛŜŦ ǇŀǊŀōƭŜǎΥ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǇǊƻǳǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǿǎ on its 
own, and that of the mustard seed. Through these images taken from the rural world, Jesus presents 
the efficacy of the Word of God and the requirements of his Kingdom, showing the reasons for our hope 
and our commitment in history. 

Holy Father Pope Francis explains the parables in an amazing way: In the first parable, attention is 
placed on the fact that the seed scattered on the ground takes root and develops on its own, regardless 
of whether the farmer sleeps or keeps watch. He is confident in the inner power of the seed itself and 
in the fertility of the soil. In the language of the Gospel, the seed is the symbol of the Word of God, 
whose fruitfulness is recalled in this parable. As the humble seed grows in the earth, so too does the 
Word by the power of God work in the hearts of those who listen to it. God has entrusted his Word to 
our earth, that is to each one of us with our concrete humanity. We can be confident because the Word 
ƻŦ DƻŘ ƛǎ ŀ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ǿƻǊŘΣ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ άŦǳƭƭ ƎǊŀƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ²ƻǊŘΣ ƛŦ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘΣ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ 
bears fruit, for God Himself makes it sprout and grow in ways that we cannot always verify or 
understand.  All this tells us that it is always God, it is always God who makes his Kingdom grow. That 
ƛǎ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ŦŜǊǾŜƴǘƭȅ ǇǊŀȅ άǘƘȅ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ŎƻƳŜέΦ Lǘ ƛǎ IŜ ǿƘƻ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ƎǊƻǿΦ aŀƴ ƛǎ Ƙƛǎ ƘǳƳōƭŜ 
collaborator, who contemplates and rejoices in divine creative action and waits patiently for its fruits. 

 
The Word of God makes things grow, it gives life. And here, I would like to remind you once again, of 
the importance of having the Gospel, the Bible, close at hand. A small Gospel in your purse, in your 
pocket and to nourish yourselves every day with this living Word of God. Read a passage from the 
Gospel every day, a passage from the Bible. Please do not ever forget this. Because this is the power 
that makes the life of the Kingdom of God sprout within us. 

The second parable uses the image of the mustard seed. Despite being the smallest of all the seeds, it 
ƛǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǿǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƛǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ άǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǎƘǊǳōǎέΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘǳǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘΥ ŀ 
humanly small and seemingly irrelevant reality. To become a part of it, one must be poor of heart; not 
trusting in their own abilities, but in the power of the love of God; not acting to be important in the 
eyes of the world, but precious in the eyes of God, who prefers the simple and the humble. When we 
live like this, the strength of Christ bursts through us and transforms what is small and modest into a 
reality that leavens the entire mass of the world and of history. 

An important lesson comes to us from these tǿƻ ǇŀǊŀōƭŜǎΥ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ 
but it is above all the initiative and gift of the Lord. Our weak effort, seemingly small before the 
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ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ǿƘŜƴ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘΣ ŦŜŀǊǎ ƴƻ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ 
victory of the Lord is certain: his love will make every seed of goodness present on the ground sprout 
and grow. This opens us up to trust and hope, despite the tragedies, the injustices, the sufferings that 
we encounter. The seed of goodness and peace sprouts and develops, because the merciful love of God 
makes it ripen. 

The kingdom he invites us to, is a simple and peaceful one. It is open to all who seek it with a sincere 
heart. The easiest way to enter it is by sowing a seed of faith in Christ. This is the key.  Faith grows and 
when it does, it achieves great things. As it grows it leads us to Christ and consequently to his kingdom. 
!ƭǎƻΣ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŘǊŀǿǎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘΦ !ǎ 
Christ says: ά¢ƘŜ ōƛǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƛǘǎ ōǊŀƴŎƘŜǎΦέ 

How does our faith draw others to Christ? When we demonstrate or bear a good testimony of our 
individual and collective faith, the result is great. Lives could be touched and transformed. A few people 
might come to believe in God. This consequently leads to the growth of the church, the visible sign of 
DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘΦ !ǎ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƎǊƻǿǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƎǊƻǿǎ and more people are 
ŘǊŀǿƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳΦ 

  

 

Mark 4.26-34 

The smallest seed becomes the greatest of all shrubs. 


